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SUBJECT: GERMAN REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF COCOM DOCUMENTS 

REF: A) COCOM DOC.SEC (77)1, B) COCOM DOC.REV (74) 1355/8, 

C) COCOM DOC.SEC (74) 5, D) COCOM DOC.SEC (75) 2 

1 . USDEL MAY CONCUR IN THE RELEASE OF THE 19 COCOM DOCUMENTS 
CITED IN REF A. USDEL, HOWEVER, SHOULD PREFACE HIS CONCUR- 
RENCE, BOTH TO THE GERDEL AND IN HIS MEMORANDUM TO THE 
COMMITTEE IN ANSWER TO REF A, WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 

"THE US AUTHORITIES ADHERE TO THE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING THAT 
COCOM DOCUMENTS AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN SHOULD 
REMAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED TO THIRD 
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PARTIES. THEY RECOGNIZE, HOWEVER, THAT ON OCCASION MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS MIGHT FIND IT NECESSARY TO RELEASE COMMITTEE 
DOCUMENTS TO THIRD PARTIES AS THE RESULT OF, FOR EXAMPLE, 

ORDERS FROM THEIR OWN JUDICIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS. 

IN VIEW OF THE US AUTHORITIES, EACH SUCH OCCASION SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED AD HOC AND CONSIDERED ON THE MERITS OF THE INDI- 
VIDUAL SITUATION. THE US AUTHORITIES HAVE REVIEWED THE 
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DOCUMENTS IN QUESTION AND, IN THIS INSTANCE, CONCUR IN THEIR 
RELEASE TO THE APPROPRIATE GERMAN COURT. THE US AUTHORI- 
TIES HOPE THAT THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES WILL TAKE WHATEVER 
STEPS NECESSARY TO LIMIT THE USE OF THESE DOCUMENTS AND THE 
DISCLOSURE OF THEIR CONTENTS." 

2. (FYI): WE NOTE THAT TWO OF THE CITED DOCUMENTS MAKE 
REFERENCE TO A US 1974 LIST REVIEW PROPOSAL (REF B) AND 

THE GERMAN COURT MAY REQUEST THAT IT BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
USE IN THE LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. WE ARE RELUCTANT TO GIVE 
PERMISSION IN ADVANCE FOR THE RELEASE OF THAT DOCUMENT 
SINCE IT MAKES REFERENCE TO EARLIER US PROPOSALS AND THOSE 
REFERENCED DOCUMENTS IN TURN MAY REFER TO STILL OTHERS. 
EACH OF THOSE DOCUMENTS WILL HAVE TO BE REVIEWED AND 
CONSIDERED ON THEIR INDIVIDUAL MERITS. WE HOPE THE GERMAN 
COURT WILL NOT CALL FOR REF B. BUT IF IT DOES, WE WILL 
REVIEW THE MATTER THEN. (END FYI) 

3. (FYI): WE ARE MINDFUL OF THE US ACTION RE THE IBM 
ANTI-TRUST SUIT (REF C) AND THE FACT THAT THE CHAIRMAN 
RAISED THE ISSUE IN REF D AND SUGGESTED A COCOM TEXT TO 
COVER PROCEDURES IN SUCH SITUATIONS. THE US HAS NOT AS 
YET EXPRESSED VIEWS ON THIS MATTER AND USDEL SHOULD NOT 
INTRODUCE THE SUBJECT. IF, HOWEVER, THE ISSUE IS RAISED, 

WE WILL FURTHER CONSIDER THE MATTER AT THIS TIME. 

(END FYI) VANCE 
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